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The following plants have acquired a reputation for being ignored by deer;  unfortunately, the 
deer have not read this list. In order to survive they must adapt to changing food sources and eat 
whatever is available. Consequently, the level of vulnerability of any particular plant varies 
according to the whims or desperation of the deer. After the lush abundance of spring has withered in 
the wild, your yard can become a buffet for Bambi unless it is inhabited with unpalatable plants.

** Least likely to be eaten.
* May be sampled but should survive (unless the entire plant is the size of a single serving.)
? These have appeared on other deer resistant lists but have been eaten by the  local deer 

anyway. You might try these plants tucked in amongst the less tempting morsels in your 
garden.

** Abies spp. - FIR
Abutilon spp. & cvs. -

* Acacia spp. - MIMOSA, WATTLE
* Acanthus spp. - BEAR'S-BREECH
* Acer spp. - MAPLE [esp. A. circinatum & A. palmatum]
* Achillea spp. & cvs. - YARROW [esp. A. filipendulina]
** Aconitum spp. - MONKSHOOD, WOLF'S BANE

Aesculus californica - CALIFORNIA BUCKEYE
* Agapanthus spp. & cvs. - LILY-OF-THE-NILE [flowers vulnerable]
* Agastache spp. & cvs. - GIANT HYSSOP
** Agave spp. - CENTURY PLANT
** Ageratum houstonianum - FLOSS FLOWER
* Agonis flexuosa - PEPPERMINT TREE
* Ajuga spp. & cvs. - BUGLEWEED
* Albizia julibrissin - SILK TREE
** Allium spp. - ONION [both culinary & ornamental]

Alnus cordara - ITALIAN ALDER
** Aloe spp. - ALOE
* Alonsoa warscewiczii - MASK FLOWER
** Amaryllis belladonna - NAKED LADY
* Andromeda polifolia - BOG ROSEMARY
* Anemone spp. - ANEMONE, WINDFLOWER
* Anthemis spp. - GOLDEN MARGUERITE
* Arabis spp. - R0CKCRESS
** Araucaria spp. - BUNYA-BUNYA, MONKEY PUZZLE, STAR PINE
* Arbutus spp. - MADRONE, STRAWBERRY TREE
** Arctostaphyllos densiflora 'Howard McMinn'
* Arctostaphyllos uva-urMi -- BEARBERRY, KINNIKINNICK
** Arisarum probiscideum - MOUSE PLANT
* Armeria maritima - SEA PINK, THRIFT
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** Artemisia spp. & cvs. - SOUTHERNWOOD, WORMWOOD crc.
** Arum spp. - CUCKOO PINT
* Asarina spp. - CREEPZING GLOXINIA
* Asarum caudatum - WILD GINGER
* Asclepias spp. - BUTTERFLY WEED, MILKWEED
** Asparagus spp. - ASPARAGUS FERN
** Astelia spp.
* Aster spp. & cvs. - MICHAELMAS DAISY [esp. A. alpinus]
* Astilbe spp. & cvs. - FALSE SPIRAEA
* Aubrieta deltoidea - FALSE ROCKCRESS
* Babtista spp. FALSE INDIGO
** Baccharis pilularis cvs. - DWARF COYOTE BRUSH
** Ballora pseudodictamnus
** BAMBOOS
* Banksia spp. - BANKSIA
** Begonia tuberhybrida - TUBEROUS BEGONIA
** Berberis spp. - BARBERRY
* Bidens spp. - BEGGAR-TICKS, MUR MARIGOLD
* Boltonia asteroides
* Bougainvillea sp. & cvs. - BOUGAINVILLEA
** Brodiaea spp. - HARVEST BRODIAEA
** Brugmansia spp. & cvs. - ANGEL'S TRUMPET
** Brunnera macrophylla - SIBERIAN BuGLoss
** Buddleia spp. & cvs. - BUTTERFLY BUSH
** Buxus spp. - BOXWOOD
** Cactaceae - CACTUS FAMILY [the spinier the better]
** Calamintha spp. - CALAMINT
* Calendula officinalis - POT MARIGOLD
* Callistemon spp. & cvs.  BOTTLEBRUSH
** Calocedrus decurrens - INCENSE CEDAR
** Calocephalus brownii - CUSHION BUSH
** Calycanthus spp. - CAROLINA ALLSPICE, WESTERN SPICEBUSH
* Campanula spp. - BELLFLOWER, CANTERBURY BELLS
** Carex spp. - SEDGE
* Carpentaria californica - BUSH ANEMONE
* Carissa spp. & cvs. - NATAL PLUM
* Cassia spp. - SENNA

Casuarina stricta - DROOPING SHE-OAK,COAST BEEFWOOD
Catalpa bignonioides - COMMON CATALPA

* Catananche caerulea - CUPID'S-DART
** Catharanthus roseus - PERIWINKLE, VINCA
* Ceanothus 'Blue Jeans' - WILD LILAC
* Ceanothus 'Concha' - WILD LILAC
* Ceanothus 'Dark Star' - WILD LILAC
* Ceanothus gloriosus - POINT REYES CEANOTHUS
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** Ceanothus gloriosus exaltatus 'Emily Brown'
* Ceanothus griseus horizontalis - CARMEL CREEPER
* Ceanothus 'Julia Phelps' - WILD LILAC
* Ceanothus 'Ray Hartman' - WILD LILAC
** Cedrus spp. - CEDAR
* Celosia ¢ristata - COCKSCOMB
* Centaurea spp. - CORNFLOWER, DUSTY MILLER
** Cerastium tomentosum - SNOW-IN-SUMMER
* Ceratonia silaqua - CAROB, ST. JOHN'S BREAD
* Ceratostigma spp. - PLUMBAGO
* Cercis spp. - JUDAS TREE, REDBUD
* Cestrum spp. - NIGHT BLOOMING JESSAMINE et al
* Chaenomeles japonica - FLOWERING QUINCE
* Chamaecyparis spp. - FALSE CYPRESS, HINOKI CYPRESS
* Choisya ternata - MEXICAN ORANGE [protect when small]
* Chrysanthemum spp.  DAISY
** Chrysauthemum frutescens - MARGUERITE DAISY
** Chrysanthemum maximum - SHASTA DAISY

Cinnamomum camphora- CAMPNOR TREE
* Cistus spp. & cvs. - ROCKROSE [except C. hybridus & creticus]

Citrus spp. & cvs - LEMON, LIME, ORANGE etc.
* Clarkia spp. - GODETIA, RED RIBBONS
* Clematis spp. - CLEMATIS [protect new shoots]
* Clianthus puniceus - PARROT BEAK
** Clivia miniata - KAFFIR LILY
** Colchicum spp. - AUTUMN CROCUS
* Coleonema spp. - BREATH OF HEAVEN
* Colocasia esculenta - ELEPAHANT'S EAR, TARO
* Conrailaria majalis - LILY-OF-THE-VALLEY
? Convolvulus cneorum - BUSH MORNING GLORY
* Coprosma spp. - MIRROR PLANT
** Cordyline spp. - DRACAENA
* Coreopsis spp. [except C. gigantea & C. grandiflora]

Cornus capitata - EVERGREEN DOGWOOD
Cornus florida - EASTERN DOGWOOD

** Corokia cotoneaster - COROKIA
* Correa spp. - AUSTRALIAN FUCHSIA
** Corydalis spp. - FUMEWORT
* Cosmos spp. & cvs. - COSMOS
* Cotinus coggygria - SMOKE TREE
* Cotoneaster spp.- COTONEASTER
** Cotoneaster buxifolius - BOX-LEAF COTONEASTER
* Crataegus spp. - HAWTHORN
** Crinum spp. - WINE LILY
** Crocosmia spp. & cvs. - MONTBRETIA
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** Crotolaria agatiflora - CANARY BIRD BUSH
Cryptomeria japonica - PLUM CEDAR

* Cupressus spp. - CYPRESS
** Cupressus macrocarpa - MONTEREY CYPRESS
** Cycas revoluta - SAGO PALM
** Cyclamen spp. & cvs. - CYCLAMEN, SOWBREAD
** Cymbalaria muralis - KENILWORTH IVY
** Cyperus spp. - UMBRELLA PLANT
* Daboecia cantabrica - IRISH HEATH
* Dahlia spp. & cvs. - DAHLIA [esp. D. imperialis]
* Daphne spp. & cvs. - DAPHNE, SPURGE LAUREL
** Dasylirion spp. - SOTOL, DESERT SPOON
* Dendromecon spp. - BUSN POPPY
* Dianella spp. - FLAX LILY
* Diascia spp. & cvs. - TWINSPUR
** Dicentra spp. - BLEEDING HEART
* Dietama spp. - ANGEL'S FISHING RODS, FAIRY WAND
* Dietes spp. & cvs. - BUTTERFLY IRIS, FORTNIGHT LILY
** Digitalis spp. - FOXGLOVE
* Dimorphotheca spp. - AFRICAN DAISY
** Dodonaea viscosa - HOPSEED BUSH
* Duchesnea indica - MOCK STRAWBERRY
** Echium spp. - FRIDE OF MADIERA, TOWER OF JEWELS etc.
* Echinacea spp. - CONEFLOWER
** Elaeagnus pungens - SILVERBERRY
** Epimedium spp. - BARRENWORT
** Erica spp. - HEATHER
* Erigeron spp. - BEACH ASTER, MEXICAN FLEABANE

Eriobotrya deflexa - BRONZE LOQUAT
* Eriogonum spp. - BUCKWHEAT [not E. arborescens & gigantea]

Eryngium spp. - SEA HOLLY [esp. the spiney ones]
? Erysimum spp. & cvs. - WALLFLOWER

Escallonia spp. & cvs.
? Eschscholzia californica - CALIFORNIA POPPY
** Eucalyptus spp. - EUCALYPTUS, GUM
* Eucryphia spp. - EUCRYPHIA
* Euonymus japonica - EVERGREEN EUONYMUS
** Euphorbia spp. - SPURGE, POINSETTIA
** Euryops pectinatus - YELLOW BUSH DAISY
** Fatshedera lizei - BOTANICAL WONDER
* Felicia spp. - BLUE MARGUERITE, SHRUB ASTER
** FERNS
** Festuca ovina glauca - BLUE FESCUE
* Ficus spp. - FIG
* Filipendula spp. - MEADOWSWEET

235 River St., Santa Cruz, CA 95060, (831) 423-0223, Fax (831) 426-1260

SAN LORENZO GARDEN CENTER
F
A

C
T
S
H

E
E
T www.sanlorenzolumber.com/garden



page 5

* Forsythia spp. & cvs. - FORSYTHIA
** Fragaria chiloensis - ORNAMENTAL STRAWBERRY
* Francoa spp. - BRIDAL WREATH, MAIDEN'S WREATH
* Fraxinus spp.  ASH
* Freesia hybrida  FREESIA
* Gaillardia spp. - BLANKET FLOWER
** Galium odorarum - SWEET WOODRUFF
* Garrya elliptica - COAST SILKTASSEL
** Gaultheria shallon - SALAL
* Gazania spp. - GAZANIA
** Gelsemium sempervirens - CAROLINA JESSAMINE
* Geranium spp. - CRANESBILL [not Pelargonium]
* Garbera jamesonii - TRANSVAAL DAISY
* Ginkgo biloba - MAIDENHAIR TREE
** GRASSES [almost all ornamental & lawn varieties]
** Grevillea spp. & cvs. [except Robyn Gordon]
** Griselinia spp.
** Gunnera spp.
** Hakea suaveolens - SWEET HAKEA
** Halimium atriplicifolium
** Hebe menziesii
* Hedera spp. - IVY
* Helenium autumnale - COMMON SNEEZEWEED
? Helianthemum nummularium - SUNROSE
* Helianthus spp. - SUNFLOWER
** Helichrysum spp. - STRAWFLOWER, LICORICE PLANT
* Heliotropium arborescans - CHERRY PIE, HELIOTROPE
** Helleborus spp. - CHRISTMAS ROSE, LENTEN ROSE, HELLEBORE
? Hemerocallis spp. & cvs. - DAYLILY [flowers asp. vulnerable]
** HERBS [except basil]
* Heteromeles arbutifolia - TOYON
** Hibbertia scandens - GUINEA GOLD VINE
** Homeria spp. - CAPE TUI, IP
** Hosta spp. - FUNKIA, PLANTAIN LILY
** Hypericum spp. - AARON'S BEARD, ST. JOHNSWORT
? Hyssopus officinalis - HYSSOP
** Ilex spp. - HOLLY [only the kinds with spines]
* Impatiens walleriana - BEDDING IMPATIENS
** Iochroma spp. & cvs.
* Ipheion uniflorum - SPRING STARFLOWER
** Iris spp. & cvs. - IRIS
* Ixia spp. & cvs. - CORN LILY
** Jasminum spp. - JASMINE
** Juncus spp. - RUSH
** Juniperus spp. & cvs. - JUNIPER
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* Kerria 3aponica - JAPANESE ROSE
** Kniphofia uvaria - RED-HOT POKER
* Lagerstroemia indica - CRAPE MYRTLE
** Lamium spp. - DEAD NETTLE, SILVER NETTLE
* Lantana spp. & cvs. - LANTANA, SHRUB VERBENA
** Laurentia fluviatilis - BLUE STAR CREEPER, ISOTOMA
** Lavandula spp. [except for L. multifida]- LAVENDER
** Leonotis leonurus - LION'S TAIL
** Lepechinia spp. - PITCHER SAGE
** Leptospermum spp. & cvs. - NEW ZEALAND TEA TREE
* Leucanthemum spp.
** Leucojum spp. - SNOWFLAKE
* Lewisia spp. & cvs. - BITTERROOT
* Libertia spp.
* Ligularia tussilaginea & cvs. - LEOPARD PLANT Ligustrum spp. - PRIVET
* Liquidambar styraciflua - SWEET GUM
** Liriope spp. - LILY TURF
* Lithocarpus densif1orus - TANBARK OAK
* Lithodora diffusa  GROMWELL
* Lobella eirinus - BEDDING LOBELIA
* Lobelia tupa
* Lophomyrtus ralphii & cvs.
* Loropetalum chinense - CHINESE WITCH HAZEL
* Lupinus spp. - LUPINE
** Lychnis coronaria - CROWN-PINK

Lyonothamnus floribundus - CATALINA IRONWOOD
* Lysimachia nummularia  MONEYWORT
* Macleaya cordata - PLUME POPPY
* Magnolia spp. - SOUTHERN MAGNOLIA, TULIP TREE et al
* Mahonia spp. - HOLLY GRAPE, OREGON GRAPE
* Maytenus boaria - MAYTEN TREE
* Melaleuca spp. - CAJEPUT TREE, FLAXLEAF PAPERBARK
** Melia azedarach  CHINABERRY
** Melianthus spp. - HONEY BUSH
** Mentha spp. - MINT
** Mesembryanthemum spp. - ICEPLANT
** Michelia spp. - BANANA SHRUB, MICHELIA
* Mimulus spp. & cvs. - MONKEY FLOWER [esp. shrubby ones]
** Mirabills jalapa - FOUR O'CLOCK, MARVEL-OF-PERU
** Moluccelia laevis - BELLS-OF-IRELAND
* Monafda spp. - BEE BALM
** Monardella macrantha - HUMMINGBIRD MINT
* Montanoa spp. - DAISY TREE
** Moraea polystachya - CAPE BLUE TULIP
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* Myrica californica - PACIFIC WAX MYRTLE
* Myoporum laetum
** Myrtus communi$ & cvs. - MYRTLE
** Myosotis spp. - FORGET-ME-NOT
** Nandina domestica - HEAVENLY BAMBOO
** Narcissus spp. & cvs. - DAFFODIL, NARCISSUS
* Neomarica spp. - WALKING IRIS
* Nepeta spp. - CATMINT, CATNIP
** Nerine spp. - GUERNSEY LILY, SCARBOROUGH LILY
** Nerium oleander  OLEANDER
* Nicotiana spp.  TOBACCO
* Nierembergia hippomanica - CUP FLOWER
** Nolina parryi - GRASS TREE

Olea europaea  OLIVE
* Olearia spp. - TREE ASTER
* Omphalodes cappadocica - NAVELWORT
** Ophiopogon spp. - MONDO GRASS
* Origanum spp. & cvs. - ORNAMENTAL OREGANO
* Ornithogalum spp, - ARAB'S EYE, STAR-OF-BETHLEHEM
* Osmanthus spp. - SWEET OLIVE
** Osteospermum spp. & cvs. - AFRICAN DAISY
* Oxypetalum caeruleum - BLUE MILKWEED
* Pachysandra terminal~s - JAPANESE SPURGE
** Paeonia suffruticosa - TREE PEONY
** PALMS
** Pandorea spp. - BOWER VINE, WONGA-WONGA VINE
* Papaver spp. - POPPY [not P. nudicale]
* Parochetus communis - SHAMROCK PEA
* Penstemon spp. - BEARD TONGUE
* Perovskia spp. & cvs. - RUSSIAN SAGE
* Philadelphus mexicanus - MEXICAN MOCE ORANGE
** Phlomis spp. - JERUSALEM SAGE
* Phlox subulata - MOSS PINK
** Phormium tenax & cvs. - NEW ZEALAND FLAX
* Phygelius spp. - CAPE FUCHSIA
** Picea spp. - SPRUCE
** Pinus spp. - PINE
* Pittosporum crassifolium - KARO
* Pittosporum tenuifolium [but not the hybrids]
* Pittosporum robira & cvs. - MOCK ORANGE

Platanus spp. - PLANE TREE, SYCAMORE
** Plumbago auriculata - CAPE PLUMBAGO
** Podocarpus spp. - FERN PINE, YEW PINE
* Polygonarum spp. - SOLOMON'S SEAL
* Potentilia spp. - CINQUEFOIL [esp. P. fruticosa cvs.]
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* Primula spp. - PRIMROSE
** Prunus caroliniana - CAROLINA LAUREL CHERRY
** Prunus ilicifolia - HOLLYLEAF CHERRY
** Prunus lyonii - CATALINA CHERRY
** Pulmonaria spp. - LUNGWORT, SPOTTED DOG
* Punica granatum - POMEGRANATE [esp P. g. 'Nana'] Quercus spp. - QUERCUS
* Ranunculus spp. - BUTTERCUP
* Raoulia australia - VEGETABLE SHEEP
* Rhododendron spp. & cvs. [large leaved, not Azaleas]
* Rhus spp. - SUMAC
** Rhus ovata - SUGAR BUSN
** Ribes spp. - FLOWERING CURRANT, GOOSEBERRY
** Ricinus communis - CASTOR BEAN

Robinia spp. - LOCUST
** Romneya coulteri - MATILJA POPPY
** Rosmarinus officinalis - ROSEMARY
* Rubus calycinoides - CREEPING BRAMBLE
* Rudbeckia spp. - GLORIOSA DAISY ER. hirta is best.]
* Ruscus aculeatus - BUTCHER'S BROOM
** Ruta graveolens - RUE
** Salvia spp. - SAGE [large leaved spp. more vulnerable]
** Santolina spp. - LAVENDER COTTON
* Sarcococca spp. - SWEET BOX
* Saxifraga spp.  SAXIFRAGE
* Scabiosa spp. - PINCUSHION FLOWER
* Scaevola 'Mauve Clusters' - FAN FLOWER

Schinus spp. - PEPPER TREE
* Schizostylis coccinea - CRIMSON FLAG, KAFFIR LILY
** Scilla peruviana - PERUVIAN SCILLA
* Sedum spp.& cvs. - STONECROP
** Senecio spp.- CINERARIA, DUSTY MILLER
* Sempervivum spp, - HOUSELEEK
** Silene acaulis - CUSHION FINK
* Sisyrinchium spp. - BLUE-EYED GRASS
* Solanum spp. - NIGHTSHADE, POTATO
** Soleirolia soleirolii - BABY'S TEARS
* Sollya heterophylla - AUSTRALIAN BLUEBELL CREEPER
** Sparaxis tricolor - HARLEQUIN FLOWER
** Stachys spp. - LAMB'S EARS
* Stokesia laevis - STOKES ASTER
** Strelitzia reginae - BIRD OF PARADISE
* SUCCULENTS [in general]
* Syringa vulgaris - COMMON LILAC
** Syzygium paniculatum - EUGENIA
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** Tagetes lemmonii - MEXICAN BUSH MARIGOLD
* Tanacetum spp. - TANSY
** Taxus spp. - YEW
** Tecomaria capensis - CAPE HONEYSUCKLE
* Tellima grandiflora - FRINGECUPS
** Teucrium spp. - GERMANDER
** Teucrium fruticans - SHRUB GERMANDER
** Thymus spp. - THYME
* Tiarelia wherryi - FOAM FLOWER
* Tibouchina urvil]eana - PRINCESS FLOWER
* Tolmiea menziesii - PIGGY-BACK PLANT
* Trachelospermum jasminoides - STAR JASMINE
* Tradescantia spp. - SPIDERWORT, WANDERING JEW
? Trillium spp. - WAKE ROBIN
** Triteleia spp - WILD HYACINTH
* Tropaeolum spp. - NASTURTIUM, CANARY BIRD FLOWER
** Tulbaghia spp. - SOCIETY GARLIC
* Tulipa spp. & cvs. - TULIP
** Umbellularia californica - CALIFORNIA LAUREL
* Vaccinium ovatum  EVERGREEN HUCKLEBERRY
* Valeriana officinalis - VALERIAN
** Vallota speciosa - SCARBOROUGH LILY
* Vancouveria spp. - INSIDE-OUT FLOWER
* Verbascum spp. - MULLEIN
** Verbena tenuisecta - MOSS VERBENA
* Viburnum burkwoodii
* Viburnum davidii
* Viburnum tinus - LAUBUSTINUS
? Viola odorata - SWEET VIOLET
* Wachendorfia thyrsiflora
* Watsonia spp. & cvs. - BUGLE LILY
* Wisteria spp. - WISTERIA
** Xanthorrhoea spp. - GRASS TREE
** Yucca spp. - ADAM'S NEEDLE, SPANISH DAGGER
* Zaluzianskya katherinae - NIGHT PHLOX
** Zantedeschia spp. - CALLA LILY
* Zauschneria spp. - CALIFORNIA FUCHSIA
* Zinnia spp. - ZINNIA

Compiled by Angel Guerzon
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